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lodern scholar does not even know that Science is not at all op-osed to God. He is yet to realise that the day is not far off when cience is to play the role of a servitor to God. One of the recent iscoveries of modern Science is that a type of smoke (the one that > produced by the sacrificial homa) strengthens the O7one. In this ontext, the reference of St. Sekkizhar (The Puraiiam of Tiru laalai-p-Povar) to the smoke rising from the three thousand homa-its, can seen to be at once, meaningful and scientific.
The Periya Puranam, it is now well established, is history. In , are present, no doubt, mythic features. It is, however, gratifying D note that modern research, at least, in the Occident, is evolving new type of hermeneutics to bring out the singularly significant alues of myths.                                        ';
I am of the opinion that sooner or later, respect for the Periya uranam will be fully restored and mankind will stand to benefit, 'he Periya Puranam, like the Vedas of Sanskrit and Tamil, suffered ruch in the recent past from the ceaseless vituperative tirade carted against them relentlessly. The denigrators posed as cultural espisers and wrought havoc. However their odious attack just larked a phase which eventually proved to be beneficial.
The greatness of the Periya Puranam is being increasingly felt y scholars abroad. Prof. David Dean Shulman, Prof. Glenn E. bcum, Prof. Dennis Hudson and others are able to provide us with ndreamt-of insights. Prof. Shulman's. work: "The Hungry God" fhe University of Chicago Press-1993) highlights the features of le Puranam of Sirutthondar in the light of the Hebrew Bible's qedah. Shulman's work richly rewards our perusal. Prof. Glenn . Yocum sojourned at Kalatthi, studied the features of the holy brine and its surroundings and then wrote an article on St. Kan-appar. His article is truly an "eye-opener". Prof. Dennis Hudson's ssay which deals with the violent devotion of some of the Nayan-lar, has, in my view, encouraged Ms. Chandraleka Vamadeva to idite her well-researched thesis: "The Concept of Vannanpu /iolent Love) in Tamil Saivism" (Uppsala University, Religious tudies-1995).
When after a fairly long interregnum Sri , A.Sankaranarayanan called on me, I gave him a copy of the Periya uranam (ParM) translated by me and brought to his notice the lanifold greatness of St.Sekkizharrs work. I conveyed to him my iew that the episodes of the Periya Puranam can be tellingly told tirough the medium of Drama. I suggested to him that he should